THE DESCENDANTS OF JAGIELLO
derided to offer the honour to Boleslaw, Duke of
Masovia; and some irritation was displayed at his
change of mind. His relation with the sister kingdoms
was also prejudicial to him; for the Poles regarded him
as unduly well disposed towards Lithuania, and the
Lithuanians were convinced that their own country had
a less share of his attention than Poland, It soon became
necessary to placate both peoples, for Casimir was in-
volved in the early years of his reign in a long-protracted
struggle with the Teutonic Knights.
The latter had degenerated into a drunken and
licentious Order; their Grand Master, Conrad Wallcn-
rod, only setting them an infamous example in profli-
gacy. To hold them in check a counter organization
had been formed under the title of the Knights of the
Lizard, but these, finding themselves overmatched by
the military power and prowess of the Teutons, now
applied to Casimir for aid. He consulted his Senate, and
promised assistance. But he had neither army nor money,
and to raise both was forced to go to each of the local
Diets of Poland in turn. There were five of these Diets,
and each made and obtained its own demands before
granting him money. Their suspicion of Casimir was
so far justified in this, that he was prominently identified
with Lithuanian interests, and preferred for many years
to live at Wilna, the Lithuanian capital. The demands of
the nobles upon the king were therefore based upon a
very natural fear that their rights and privileges might
suffer at the expense of their former enemies, die Lithu-
anians. Hence Casimir was forced to face a demand for
confirmation of the ancient rights and privileges of the
Polish nobles at each of the five sejmiki or local Diets.
Three of these were held in Great Poland, one in Little
Poland, and the fifth in Poznan, or Posen.
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